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The Debaters Association of Victoria incorporated

Schools Competition By-Law 2000

No. 1 of 2000

A By-Law to provide a debating competition between school students

Part 1—preliminary


**1.
**Citation, Commencement &c


(1)
This By-Law may be cited as the Schools Competition By-Law 2000.


(2)
This By-Law comes into operation on 1 March 2000.


(3)
All previous By-Laws relating to the Schools Competition are repealed, with the exception of the Adjudication By-Law 1998.


(4)
If there is any conflict between the Schools Competition By-Law 2000 and the Adjudication By-Law 1998, the former will prevail.


**2.
**Competition Administration


(1)
The Schools Competition is regulated by this By-Law.


(2)
The Schools Administrator—


(a)
is employed by the Executive;


(b)
is responsible for the administration of the Competition;


(c)
is accountable for the administration of the Schools Competition to the Vice-President (Schools), subject to any direction of a Competition Administration Committee or the Executive.


(3)
The Vice-President (Schools)—


(a)
must convene a Competition Administration Committee established for the Schools Competition by the Executive;


(b)
is accountable to the Executive for policy under this By-Law;


(c)
appoints Regional Coordinators to assist with the administration of the Competition;


(d)
may exercise any function or power of the Schools Administrator;


(e)
may delegate any function or power under this By-Law to the Schools Administrator; and


(f)
may delegate any function or power under this By-Law to any person other than the Schools Administrator with the permission of the Executive.


(4)
The Vice-President (Adjudication and Training) is the chief adjudication officer of the Schools Competition and:


(a)
may delegate any function or power under this By-Law to the Schools Administrator; and


(b)
may delegate any function or power under this By-Law to any person other than the Schools Administrator with the permission of the Executive.


(5)
A Regional Coordinator, while in charge of a debating venue, may—


(a)
make any ruling they believe to be necessary concerning competition procedure or draw;


(b)
request and require a competition participant to comply with any reasonable direction, which must comply with this By-Law and any directions set down by the Schools Administrator, the Vice-President (Schools) or the Executive.


(6)
The Treasurer and the Office Administrator are responsible for the financial management of the Competition.


**3.
**Definitions


(1)
In this By-Law, unless contrary intention appears—

“adjudicator” includes adjudication panel;

“advised topic debate” means a debate where the subject area is published in advance of the debate and the topic released one hour prior to the scheduled commencement of the debate;

“Code of Conduct” means the Code of Conduct in Schedule 1;



"Competition" means the competition established by this By-Law.

"Competition Administration Committee" means a committee convened by the Vice-President (Schools) to monitor the operation of the Competition.

“debate” means a fixture between two teams of three (as at the commencement of the fixture) who compete by the rules as laid out in this By-Law and the Australian Debating Federation Handbook;

“Play Off debate” means any debate in the qualifying round for the finals;

“participating school” means a school which has, in the relevant calendar year, entered one or more teams in the Competition and has paid the appropriate fees;

“prepared topic debate” means a debate where the topic is released at least five days prior to the debate;

“preparation time” means a period of one hour following the release of an advised topic or a secret topic;

“preparation room” means a place for preparation made available in advised topic and secret topic debates;

“qualifying table” means the table in Schedule 3;

“school” means an organisation approved by the Vice-President (Schools) as a body suitable to register for the Competition;

“secret topic debate” means a debate where the topic is released one hour prior to the debate with no previous indication of the nature of the topic having been published.


**4.
**(Intentionally Omitted)

PART 2—CONSULTATION

**5.
Schools Advisory **Board


(1)
This section authorises a board called the “Schools Advisory Board”, with the functions of—


(a)
advising the Executive, the Vice-President (Schools) and the Schools Administrator generally in relation to the Schools Competition;


(b)
representing the concerns of participating schools.

(2)
The Schools Advisory Board comprises—


(a)
the Vice-President (Schools), who chairs the Board;


(b)
the Schools Administrator;

(c)
up to three members of the Executive appointed by the President;

(d)
up to ten schools representatives appointed at a General Meeting of Schools.

(3)
The Schools Advisory Board may co-opt a schools representative to fill a casual vacancy under sub-section (2)(d).


(4)
Quorum for a meeting of the Schools Advisory Board is five, of whom at least two must be school representatives. 

(5)
The Schools Advisory Board may regulate its own procedure.

**6.
**General Meetings of Schools


(1)
Each year an Annual General Meeting of Schools must be convened, by the Vice-President (Schools) before the end of October each year. This meeting must include:

(a)
reports from the Vice-President (Schools) and the Vice-President (Adjudication and Training);


(b)
the election of members to the Schools Advisory Board;

(c)
any matters raised by the Schools Advisory Board; and


(d)
any other matters raised by a participating school with or without notice.


(2)
The Schools Advisory Board may convene a General Meeting of Schools at any time.


(3)
Quorum for any General Meeting of Schools is 10 school representatives.
PART 3—THE SCHOOLS COMPETITION

Division 1—General


**7.
**Establishment of the Competition


(1)
This section establishes an annual schools debating competition, consisting of a preliminary series of 5 rounds and a finals series.


(2)
The Vice-President (Schools) must, before the end of February each year, invite schools to enter teams in the Competition.

**8.
**Conduct


(1)
The Code of Conduct in Schedule 1 applies to all debates conducted under this By-Law.


(2)
The Vice-President (Schools) must report to the Executive and to the Schools Advisory Board on the operation of the Code of Conduct.


(3)
A participating school is responsible for ensuring that its debaters, staff and spectators adhere to the Code of Conduct.


(4)
If—


(a)
a participating school causes unreasonable disruption to the competition; or


(b)
a participating school or one of its teams disregards, or acts contrary to, this By-Law or the Code of Conduct; or

(c)
a person associated with a participating school or one of its teams disregards, or acts contrary to, this By-Law or the Code of Conduct—


the Vice-President (Schools) may suspend one or some or all of the participating school’s teams from the Competition.


(5)
Without limiting section (4), if a team forfeits a debate and—


(a)
notice of the forfeit was given to the Vice-President (Schools) before 3.00pm on the working day preceding the debate; or


(b)
notice of the forfeit was given to the Vice-President (Schools) after 3.00pm on the working day preceding the debate; or


(c)
no notice of the forfeit was given to the Vice-President (Schools) —



the Vice-President (Schools) may suspend the team from the Competition.


(6)
All teams who forfeit a debate must pay a forfeit fee to allow that teams results from any debates to stand:

(a)
the forfeit fee for forfeits under (5) (a) is $20;


(b)
the forfeit fee for forfeits under (5) (b)  or (5) (c) is $32.

(7)
Where a team forfeits on more than two occasions in a year, the Vice-President (Schools)—


(a)
may suspend that team; and


(b)
may suspend some or all of the other teams entered by that team’s participating school.


(8)
A suspension under sub-section (4), (5) or (7) operates from the date notice is given in writing to the participating school and to the General Secretary until the matter has been considered by the Executive.


(9)
A notice under sub-section (8) must set out—

(a)
the name of the team or teams suspended;


(b)
the reason or reasons for the suspension;

(c)
the recommendation from the Vice-President (Schools) about whether and to what extent the participating team or teams and school should be restricted from the Schools Competition for the remainder of the year and in following years;

(d)
the date of the next meeting of the Executive and an invitation for a representative of the School to lodge a submission to the Executive or to attend in person.

(10)
The General Secretary must table a notice under sub-section (8) at the next Executive meeting, at which—


(a)
the Executive must consider any submissions made by the Vice-President (Schools) and the participating school;


(b)
where there is a recommendation under sub-section (9)(c), the Executive may—

(i)
extend one or more of the suspensions; or


(ii)
extend one or more of the suspensions and direct that one or more of the suspended teams pay the team re-entry fee prior to being readmitted to the Competition; or

(iii)
otherwise deal with the team, teams and the participating school; or


(iv)
this may include the lodging of a surety to be of good conduct over a future period.

**9.
**Registration and fees


(1)
Each year the Schools Administrator will publish Registration Forms which will be made available to all schools invited to register teams.


(2)
Registration will only be accepted using the Forms published by the Vice-President (Schools). All conditions set out on Registration Forms must be adhered to.


(3)
Registration beyond any set dates will only be accepted at the discretion of the Vice-President (Schools).


(4)
The fee payable by a participating school for entering the Schools Competition in a given year is listed in Schedule 5.


(6)
A participating school which is a regional host school is entitled to a rebate against its fees of one free team in each grade or the nearest equivalent.


(7)
A participating school which hosts an official DAV function is entitled to a rebate of its school fee.


(8)
Where a school enters a team in response to a request from the Association the Vice-President (Schools) and Treasurer may agree to waive the registration fee for the team.


(9)
When a request is made in writing by a school to waive or discount a fee, the Vice-President (Schools) and the Treasurer may agree to discount the fee when they feel it is in the best interests of the Association.


(10)
A fee or charge under this By-Law is due and payable—


(a)
by any date set by either the Schools Administrator, Office Administrator or Treasurer;


(b)
if no date has been published then it is payable within 30 days of notice being sent by the Association.


(11)
Despite sub-section (10), the Treasurer may make an agreement for payment of a fee or charge to be delayed or to be paid by instalments, with or without an additional fee in respect of that delay or those instalments.


(12)
The Treasurer may make an agreement under sub-section (11) at any time up until the fee or charge is actually paid.

(13)
Unless an agreement has been reached under sub-section (11), a team which debates without having paid all outstanding fees or charges is deemed to have forfeited the debate until the fee or charge is paid.


(14)
If fees not received by the published date and where there is no agreement under sub-section (11), the participating school must pay a late fee of $100.


(15)
If a late fee is unpaid and there is no agreement under section (11), every team entered by the participating school is deemed to forfeit every debate or may be suspended by the Vice-President (Schools), until the fee is paid.


**10.
**Debating Complaints


(1)
A debating complaint may be made about any matter affecting or relating to the Competition, except adjudication complaints which are covered under section 11.


(2)
A complaint may only be made by a participating school. Complaints will not be accepted from friends, relatives or other interested parties in the debate.


(3)
A debating complaint must—

(a)
be in writing;


(b)
be addressed to the Vice-President (Schools);

(c)
be signed on behalf of the participating school by the teacher in charge of debating;

(d)
concisely relate the relevant facts.

(4)
After a debating complaint is made, the Vice-President (Schools) must—


(a)
acknowledge receipt of the debating complaint;


(b)
investigate the debating complaint;
(c) come to a decision regarding this complaint and communicate in writing this decision to the school which has made the complaint, and to any other person or school affected by the complaint.


(5)  If the Vice-President (Schools) feels the complaint of such importance that it requires action to be taken (for example, the suspension of teams), the Vice-President (Schools) will table the matter before the Executive.

(6)

If the complaint involves the Vice-President (Schools), the complaint will be handled by a disinterested member of the Executive, appointed by the President.


**11.
**Adjudication complaints


(1)
An adjudication complaint may only be made about the conduct of an adjudicator in adjudicating a debate.


(2)
An adjudication complaint may only be made by a participating school. Complaints will not be accepted from friends, relatives or other interested parties.


(3)
An adjudication complaint must—

(a)
be in writing;


(b)
be addressed to the Vice-President (Adjudication and Training);

(c)
be signed on behalf of the participating school by the teacher in charge of debating;

(d)
concisely relate the relevant facts.

(e)
be lodged with the Vice-President (Adjudication and Training) within 14 days of the debate to which the complaint relates.

(4)
After an adjudication complaint is made, the Vice-President (Adjudication and Training) must—


(a)
acknowledge receipt of the adjudication complaint;


(b)
investigate the adjudication complaint;

(c)
come to one of the following decisions:

(i)
that when there is sufficient doubt surrounding the result of the debate, advise the Schools Administrator to allow the team to proceed to the finals series, if, apart from the debate concerned, the team would otherwise have qualified; or

(ii)
that no action be taken,

(d)
make recommendations to the Executive concerning the particular adjudicator.
(5) The Vice-President (Adjudication and Training) must table all decisions under this section at the next available Executive meeting.

(6) If the complaint involves the Vice-President (Schools), the complaint will be handled by a disinterested member of the Executive, appointed by the President.


**12.
**Review of decisions


(1)
An application for review may be made by a participating school, or any person affected by a decision, or by any member of the Executive.


(2)
An application for review may be about a decision made by the Vice-President (Schools), Schools Administrator, Office Administrator, Vice-President (Adjudication and Training) or a Regional Coordinator, but may not relate to a decision of the Executive.


(3)
An application for review must—

(a)
be in writing;


(b)
be addressed to the General Secretary;

(c)
be signed on behalf of the participating school by the teacher in charge of debating, or by the person affected, or any member of the Executive; 

(d)
state how the participating school or individual is affected by the decision;

(e)
concisely relate the relevant facts.

(f)
be lodged with the General Secretary within 14 days of the decision to which the complaint relates.

Division 2—Grades, Teams, Procedures, &c


**13.
**Division of the Competition into Grades


(1)
The Competition is divided in to 4 grades:

(a)
A Grade, for students at Year 12 or below or equivalent;


(b)
B Grade, for students at Year 11 or below or equivalent;


(c)
C Grade, for students at Year 10 or below or equivalent;.

(d)
D Grade, for students at Year 9 or below or equivalent.


(2)
The Vice-President (Schools) may combine grades or not offer certain grades, where conditions in a regions dictate that this would be appropriate, for example, combining A and B Grade into a VCE Grade. When this occurs, the grade is subject to the rules of the higher grade, with respect to topics, finals, speaking times and the like.


(3)
A participating school may enter, in any grade, the maximum number of teams approved by the Vice-President (Schools).


(4)
The Vice-President (Schools) may restrict the number of teams entered in a grade within a region—


(a)
generally, where they are satisfied that there are insufficient resources to enable participation by all schools reasonably wishing to enter teams in that grade in the region; and


(b)
by a particular participating school, where they are satisfied—


(i)
that the number of teams the participating school has entered exceeds the school’s capabilities; or


(ii)
that it is generally appropriate to do so.


(5)
The Vice-President (Schools) may require schools to participate in a region different to their preference as indicated during registration where it is appropriate to do so.


**14.
**Teams, team members, team names &c


(1)
A team must include at least 5 students from the participating school. Teams with less than 5 members will not be allowed to register.

(2)
A debater may only be entered for a team equivalent to their year level at school or higher.


(3)
A team is called the name given to it by the Schools Administrator.


(4)
A participating school may change a team by—


(a)
adding a new debater to a team; or


(b)
transferring a debater from one team to another, with the permission of the Vice-President (Schools).


**15.
**Secret topic debates


(1)
In a secret topic debate—

(a)
the teams are advised of the topic and must prepare in accordance with section 17;


(b)
debaters may only posses in their prep-room and during the debate:


(i)
writing materials; and


(ii)
printed reference materials.


(2)
The topic for a secret topic debate must be approved by the Vice-President (Schools).


(3)
A Regional Coordinator who becomes aware of a breach of sub-section (1)(b)(i) and (1)(b)(ii) must report the breach to the Vice-President (Schools) as soon as possible.


(4)
The Vice-President (Schools) may declare the debate a forfeit against the team in violation of the regulation.


**16.
**Advised topic debates


(1)
In an advised topic debate the teams are advised of the topic and prepare in accordance with section 17.


(2)
The subject-area for an advised topic debate—


(a)
must be approved by the Vice-President (Schools); and


(b)
must be published—


(i)
for a preliminary series debate, at the start of the series;


(ii)
for finals debates, as soon as possible.


(c)
must not be specific enough to be the topic of a debate.


(3)
The topic for an advised topic debate—


(a)
must be approved by the Vice-President (Schools);


(b)
must be consistent with the subject-area for the debate;


(c)
may be worded so that it is expressed as a negative.


(4)
Debaters may only posses in their prep-room and during the debate:


(a)
writing materials; and


(b)
printed reference materials.



**17.
**Preparation of secret and advised topic debates


(1)
The Regional Coordinator must announce the topic in public.


(2)
The topic must be announced no later than 55 minutes before the time appointed for the debate to begin.


(3)
If at least one of debaters entered in each team is present, the topic may be announced up to 70 minutes before the time appointed for the debate to begin.


(4)
If the Vice-President (Schools) deems appropriate, the topic may be released according to a different schedule.

(5)  As soon as the topic is announced, each team must go to their designated preparation area and should not discuss the topic with any person other than those permitted under sub-section (7).

(6)  Each team is responsible for being in the designated debate room at the appropriate time.


(7)
No more than 5 registered members from a team may be in the preparation room. Anyone who is not a registered member of the team will not be allowed to enter the preparation room.


(8)
More than one team may share a preparation room.


(9)
With respect to preparation—


(a)
debaters preparing a debate must not communicate with, or receive any communication from any person, unless—


(i)
the person is the Regional Coordinator or is acting on behalf of the Regional Coordinator; or


(ii)
the communication is authorised by the Regional Coordinator; and


(b)
a debater who has arrived after the commencement of preparation must seek permission from the Regional Coordinator if he or she wishes to enter the prep-room.

(c)
a debater may leave a prep-room for a comfort break;


(d)
a debater must seek permission from the Regional Coordinator if he or she needs to leave the prep-room for any other reason.


(10)
A Regional Coordinator who becomes aware of a breach of section 17—


(a)
must report the breach to the Vice-President (Schools);


(b)
must warn the offending team that any further breach could result in the debate being forfeited.

Division 3—The Debates

Sub-division A—The Preliminary Series


**18.
**Regional draw of the competition


(1)
The Vice-President (Schools) must divide each grade into regions at their discretion. 


(2)
In allocating schools to regions, the Vice-President (Schools) must ensure that so far as is practicable, all teams entered by the same school are in the same region.


(3)
In a grade in a region, where—


(a)
an odd number of teams are entered—


(i)
the Vice-President (Schools) may authorise one school to enter one “supplementary team” (even if that would take the school’s number of teams over the number allowed under section 13(3)); or


(ii)
allocate a bye.


(b)
a team withdraws from the Competition—


(i)
the Vice-President (Schools) may authorise one school to enter one “Supplementary team” (even if that would take the school’s number of teams over the number allowed under section 13(3)); or


(ii)
allocate a bye.


(c)
no fee is payable for a supplementary team.


(d)
A supplementary team is to be treated equally with all other teams.


(4)
The Vice-President (Schools) —


(a)
must set a closing date for applications for the competition, but may accept applications after this date at their discretion; and


(b)
may only conduct the draw after the closing date has passed.


**19.
**Use of draw tables



The draw for rounds 1 to 4 in the Competition for all grades must be conducted as follows:


(a)
the Vice-President (Schools) compiles a draw for the region, by making use of the appropriate draw tables in Schedule 2; and


(b)
the Vice-President (Schools) allocates the teams in the region to the numbers in the draw table at random, with the exception that—


(i)
when drawing for the second or subsequent team from the same school, the Schools Administrator must, where possible, allocate that team to the next available number that allows the team not to debate other teams from that school; and


(ii)
where there is a bye in the series, no more than one team from each school in the region draws the bye.


**20.
**Ladders


(1)
The Vice-President (Schools) must produce a ladder for every grade from every region at the conclusion of each round.


(2)
Teams will be allocated points according to the result of the debate.


(3)
Teams are allocated 4 points for a:


(a)
victory in the debate; or


(b)
victory as a result of a forfeit by their opponents; or


(c)
genuine non-debate.


(4)
Teams are allocated 2 points for a loss in a debate.


(5)
Teams are allocated 0 points for forfeiting a debate.


(6)
Teams will be listed from the team with the highest number of points through to the lowest. Teams on equal points will be listed randomly.


**21.
**Final round power pairing


(1)
The draw for the final round in a region must be conducted by the Vice-President (Schools) as soon as practicable after the end of Round 4, in accordance with this section.


(2)
To conduct the final round draw, the Vice-President (Schools) must:


(a)
using the ladders at the end of round 4 produced in section 20, rank the teams from highest to lowest;


(b)
the debates will be allocated between each odd-ranked team, and the next lowest even-ranked team, with a bye for the lowest ranked team where is an odd number of teams. 


(3)
Where application of sub-section (2)(b)—


(a)
would cause a team to debate another team it has already debated in the preliminary series; or


(b)
would cause a team to debate another team from the same school; and


(c)
there is at least one other team with the same number of points;



the Vice-President (Schools) may vary the draw to avoid either of these situations.


(4)
Where sub-section (3)(c) does not apply and a team is drawn to debate another team it has already debated in the preliminary series, each team will take the opposite side to the one it had in the earlier debate.


(5)
The Vice-President (Schools) may vary the application of sub-section (3) where the teams are not potential finalists at their discretion.


**22.
**Postponements


(1)
The Vice-President (Schools) must publish guidelines for applying for postponements.


(2)
Applications which are rejected on the grounds of failing to meet the criteria may not be reviewed under section 12.


(3)
Postponements are granted subject to the payment of the Postponement Fee ($10). This fee is payable per team per round requesting a postponement. 


(4)
The Vice-President (Schools) may grant a postponement that does not comply with published guidelines if the Vice-President (Schools) is satisfied that:


(a)
the team to whom the debate would otherwise be forfeited is happy to debate; and


(b)
an appropriate adjudicator is available for the debate.


**23.
**Topics


(1)
All topics are to be selected by the Vice-President (Schools).


(2)
In A Grade—


(a)
rounds 1 and 2 are prepared topic debates; and


(b)
rounds 3,4 and 5 are secret topic debates.


(3)
In B Grade—


(a)
rounds 1, 2 and 3 are prepared topic debates; and


(b)
rounds 4 and 5 are secret topic debates.


(4)
In C Grade—


(a)
rounds 1,2,4 and 5 are prepared topic debates; and


(b)
round 3 is an advised topic debate.


(5)
In D Grade, all rounds are prepared topic debates.

Sub-division B—The Finals Series


**24.
**Debaters for finals series debates


(1)
A person may debate for a team in a finals series debate if he or she—


(a)
was registered in that team; and


(b)
has debated—


(i)
only for that team during the season; or


(ii)
for that team in more debates than any other team.


(2)
Despite sub-section (1), a debater may debate for a team in a finals series debate if the Vice-President (Schools) receives a written request from the debaters school and—


(a)
is satisfied that the debater has transferred into or joined a team in good faith; and


(b)
is satisfied that it is fair and reasonable, in all circumstances, for the debater to so debate; and


(c)
gives permission in writing.


**25.
**Adjudicators for finals series debates


(1)
A finals series debates will be adjudicated by—


(a)
a panel of 3 or 5 adjudicators; or


(b)
in a Play Off debate or an Octo Final, by a single adjudicator.


(2)
Adjudicators for finals series debates are appointed by the Vice-President (Schools) from a final series list provided by the Vice-President (Adjudication and Training). It is preferable for the Vice-President (Schools) to consult with the Vice-President (Adjudication & Training) over the allocation of debates.


**26.
**Rounds of the finals series


(1)
The finals series in each grade is made up of—


(a)
a qualifying round (known as Play Off debates), involving—


(i)
every undefeated team in the grade (including wins by forfeit or a genuine non-debate); and


(ii)
for each region where there is no undefeated team, the team(s) that finished on top of the regional ladder.


(b)
Octo Finals, Quarter Finals, Semi Finals and the Grand Final, starting with the 16 teams promoted from the qualifying round.


(2)
The qualifying round is conducted in accordance with section 27.


(3)
The draw for the Octo Finals, Quarter Finals, and Semi Finals is a knockout draw in which—


(a)
all teams are allocated by lot; and


(b)
the side the team takes is—


(i)
if each team in the debate can have the reverse of the side in its previous debate in the qualifying round or previous final, that side; or


(ii)
by lot.


(4)
The draw for Grand Final debates must be conducted immediately after the Semi Finals and will be determined by a coin toss.


(5)
Teams excluded or under suspension are not eligible to participate in the qualifying round.


**27.
**Promotion from the qualifying round


(1)
If precisely 16 teams enter the qualifying round under section 27 (1), they are all promoted to the Octo Finals.


(2)
If between 16 and 32 teams enter the qualifying round, the Qualifying Table in Schedule 3 is used to determine which teams will proceed to the Octo Finals and which must proceed through the qualifying round.


(3)
Teams are selected for column two of Qualifying Table 1 in Schedule 3 in the following order until the necessary amount is reached—


(i)
teams who have proceeded as the result of a dispensation from the Vice-President (Adjudication and Training) or the Vice-President (Schools); then


(ii)
teams who were defeated during the rounds; then


(iii)
undefeated teams, by lot.


(4)
These teams will debate each other by lot, with the winners proceeding to the Octo Finals.


(5)
If more than 32 teams enter the qualifying round, Qualifying Table 2 in Schedule 4 applies.


**28.
**Topics for finals series debates


(1)
Finals series debates, apart from the Grand Final, will be—


(a)
in “A” Grade and “B” Grade, secret topic debates; and


(b)
in “C” Grade and “D” Grade, prepared topic debates, with the topics announced with the draw.


(2)
The Grand Final debate topic will be determined by the Vice-President (Schools), and where it is a prepared topic it must be announced immediately the sides are known.


(3)
The Vice-President (Schools) must determine the topics for finals series debates.

Division 4—How debates which do not take place are awarded


**29.
**Debates awarded by forfeit


(1)
A forfeit may be awarded by the Vice-President (Schools) against a team where—


(a)
the team was not present and ready to debate within 20 minutes of the scheduled time to debate but both the other team and adjudicator were present and ready; or


(b)
the team was not present and ready to debate at the scheduled time for debate for secret or advised topic debates but both the other team and adjudicator were present and ready; or 


(c)
the team was present at the correct time but refused to start the debate within 10 minutes of being requested to do so by the adjudicator; or 


(d)
the team has advised that it will be unable to attend a scheduled debate; or


(e)
the team which was in breach of a provision of this By-Law. 


(2)
Where a Regional Coordinator awards a forfeit under sub-sections (a), (b) or (c) on the scheduled night for debate, this forfeit is subject to confirmation by the Vice-President (Schools).


**30.
**Genuine non-debates


(1)
The Vice-President (Schools) may award a “genuine non-debate” where-


(a)
a debate did not occur because of the failure of an adjudicator to attend within 45 minutes of the time for the debate; or


(b)
although a debate may have been forfeited under sub-section (1), the Vice-President (Schools) is satisfied that the team which did not attend or debate was prevented from doing so by some supervening event, which in all the circumstances justifies the awarding of a genuine non-debate, or


(c)
a postponed debate has been impossible to reschedule and the Vice-President (Schools) is satisfied that a genuine attempt has been made by both parties to reschedule the debate.

PART 4—BEST SPEAKER AWARDS


**31.
**Swannie Awards


(1)
At the conclusion of the preliminary rounds, the Vice-President (Schools), in accordance with a methodology approved by the Executive—


(a)
for each grade—


(i)
must determine the debater who is to be regarded as the best speaker; and


(ii)
may determine up to 3 other debaters (whether or not in order) who should be regarded as meritorious speakers; and


(b)
for each region in each grade—


(i)
may determine the debater who is to be regarded as the best speaker; and


(ii)
may determine up to 3 other debaters (whether or not in order) who should be regarded as meritorious speakers.


(2)
These awards are to be entitled the Swannie Awards, named after Alan Swanwick.

Schedule 1

CODE OF CONDUCT

Debaters will—

· treat the occasion, each other, and the adjudicators with respect;

· respect the rules of the competition, particularly relating to secret subject and advised subject preparation;  and

· accept the adjudicator’s decision.

Debaters will not—

· disrupt or distract from another debater’s speech or the adjudicator’s comments;

· use offensive language or behaviour;

· make denigrating comments on the basis of age, race, sex or religion;  or

· harass their opponents or the adjudicator.

Adjudicators will—

· treat the outing in a formal and professional manner;

· limit their adjudications to 10 minutes, and make constructive comments to assist the debaters;  and

· be sensitive when commenting upon physical or physiological disabilities.

Adjudicators will not—

· allow bias or personal knowledge to influence their decisions.

Teachers and the audience will—

· hear the speakers in reasonable silence;  and

· encourage and foster a spirit of fair play and good sport.

Teachers and the audience will not—

· harass debaters and adjudicators during or after the debate.

Schedule 2

DRAW TABLES

	Six To The Grade In The Region (Front)

	Team
	Round
	
	
	
	Excess

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	1
	4A
	5N
	2A
	6N
	3

	2
	5A
	6N
	1N
	3A
	4

	3
	6A
	4N
	5A
	2N
	1

	4
	1N
	3A
	6A
	5N
	2

	5
	2N
	1A
	3N
	4A
	6

	6
	3N
	2A
	4N
	1A
	5




	Six To The Grade In The Region (Back)

	Team
	Round
	
	
	
	Excess

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	1
	4N
	5A
	2N
	6A
	3

	2
	5N
	6A
	1A
	3N
	4

	3
	6N
	4A
	5N
	2A
	1

	4
	1A
	3N
	6N
	5A
	2

	5
	2A
	1N
	3A
	4N
	6

	6
	3A
	2N
	4A
	1N
	5


	Eight To The Grade In The Region (Front)

	Team
	Round
	
	
	
	Excess

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	1
	2A
	3N
	4A
	5N
	6,7,8

	2
	1N
	6A
	3N
	4A
	5,7,8

	3
	8N
	1A
	2A
	7N
	4,5,6

	4
	7A
	8A
	1N
	2N
	3,5,6

	5
	6N
	7N
	8A
	1A
	2,3,4

	6
	5A
	2N
	7A
	8N
	1,3,4

	7
	4N
	5A
	6N
	3A
	1,2,8

	8
	3A
	4N
	5N
	6A
	1,2,7





	Eight To The Grade In The Region (Back)

	Team
	Round
	
	
	
	Excess

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	1
	2N
	3A
	4N
	5A
	6,7,8

	2
	1A
	6N
	3A
	4N
	5,7,8

	3
	8A
	1N
	2N
	7A
	4,5,6

	4
	7N
	8N
	1A
	2A
	3,5,6

	5
	6A
	7A
	8N
	1N
	2,3,4

	6
	5N
	2A
	7N
	8A
	1,3,4

	7
	4A
	5N
	6A
	3N
	1,2,8

	8
	3N
	4A
	5A
	6N
	1,2,7


	Ten To The Grade In The Region (Front)

	Team
	Round 
	
	
	
	Excess

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	1
	2A
	3N
	4A
	5N
	6,7,8,9,10

	2
	1N
	4A
	3A
	7N
	5,6,8,9,10

	3
	10N
	1A
	2N
	9A
	4,5,6,7,8

	4
	9A
	2N
	1N
	6A
	3,5,7,8,10

	5
	8N
	10A
	9N
	1A
	2,3,4,6,7

	6
	7A
	8N
	10A
	4N
	1,2,3,5,9

	7
	6N
	9N
	8A
	2A
	1,3,4,5,10

	8
	5A
	6A
	7N
	10N
	1,2,3,4,9

	9
	4N
	7A
	5A
	3N
	1,2,6,8,10

	10
	3A
	5N
	6N
	8A
	1,2,4,7,9





	Ten To The Grade In The Region (Back)

	Team
	Round 
	
	
	
	Excess

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	1
	2N
	3A
	4N
	5A
	6,7,8,9,10

	2
	1A
	4N
	3N
	7A
	5,6,8,9, 10

	3
	10A
	1N
	2A
	9N
	4,5,6,7,8

	4
	9N
	2A
	1A
	6N
	3,5,7,8,10

	5
	8A
	10N
	9A
	1N
	2,3,4,6,7

	6
	7N
	8A
	10N
	4A
	1,2,3,5,9

	7
	6A
	9A
	8N
	2N
	1,3,4,5,10

	8
	5N
	6N
	7A
	10A
	1,2,3,4,9

	9
	4A
	7N
	5N
	3A
	1,2,6,8,10

	10
	3N
	5A
	6A
	8N
	1,2,4,7,9


Schedule 3

QUALIFYING TABLE 1

	No. of teams in qualifying round
	Number of teams through to Octo Finals

(Column 1)
	Number of teams which participate in Play Off Debates

(Column 2)

	17
	15
	2

	18
	14
	4

	19
	13
	6

	20
	12
	8

	21
	11
	10

	22
	10
	12

	23
	9
	14

	24
	8
	16

	25
	7
	18

	26
	6
	20

	27
	5
	22

	28
	4
	24

	29
	3
	26

	30
	2
	28

	31
	1
	30

	32
	0
	32


Schedule 4

QUALIFYING TABLE 2

	No. of teams in qualifying round
	Number of teams through to second round of Play Off debates

(Column 1)
	Number of teams which participate in first round of Play Off debates

(Column 2)

	33
	31
	2

	34
	30
	4

	35
	29
	6

	36
	28
	8

	37
	27
	10

	38
	26
	12

	39
	25
	14

	40
	24
	16

	41
	23
	18

	42
	22
	20

	43
	21
	22

	44
	20
	24

	45
	19
	26

	46
	18
	28

	47
	17
	30

	48
	16
	32

	49
	15
	34

	50
	14
	36

	51
	13
	38

	52
	12
	40

	53
	11
	42

	54
	10
	44

	55
	9
	46

	56
	8
	48

	57
	7
	50

	58
	6
	52

	59
	5
	54

	60
	4
	56

	61
	3
	58

	62
	2
	60

	63
	1
	62

	64
	0
	64


Explanatory Note:

· Where more than 32 teams enter the Qualifying Round, it will be necessary for some teams to complete two rounds of Play Off Debates.

· Teams are selected for Column 2 by the Vice-President (Schools) as outlined in section 27 (3).

· These teams will debate each other by lot, the winners proceeding to second round of Play Off debates.

Schedule 5

REGISTRATION FEES

The fee payable by a participating school for entering the Schools Competition in a given year is-


(a)
where the participating school enters 4 teams or fewer: $55 school membership fee plus—


(i)
$137.50 team fee for each of the first 2 teams in each grade;


(ii)
$170.50 team fee for each of the next 2 teams following the first 2 teams in each grade;

(iii)    $232 team fee for each of the next 2 teams following the first 4 teams in each grade;

(iv)    $330 team for each team after the first 6 teams in each grade.


(b)
where the participating school enters between 5 and 9 teams: $82.50 school fee plus—


(i)
$137.50 team fee for each of the first 2 teams in each grade;

(ii)    $170.50 team fee for each of the next 2 teams following the first 2 teams in each grade;

(iii) $232 team fee for each of the next 2 teams following the first 4 teams in each grade;

(iv) $330 team for each team after the first 6 teams in each grade.


(c)
where the participating school enters between 10 and 14 teams: $110 school fee plus—


(i)
$137.50 team fee for each of the first 2 teams in each grade;

(ii)    $170.50 team fee for each of the next 2 teams following the first 2 teams in each grade;

(iii) $232 team fee for each of the next 2 teams following the first 4 teams in each grade;

(iv) $330 team for each team after the first 6 teams in each grade.


(d)
where the participating school enters more than 15 teams: $137.50 school fee plus—


(i)
$137.50 team fee for each of the first 2 teams in each grade;

(ii)    $170.50 team fee for each of the next 2 teams following the first 2 teams in each grade;

(iii) $232 team fee for each of the next 2 teams following the first 4 teams in each grade;

(iv) $330 team for each team after the first 6 teams in each grade.








